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suaded that your Lordship will concur with me in thinking
that the duty of the other Presidencies can never be to mix
direct or indirect censures with their formal obedience to
the legal authority of the Governor-General in Council, still
less can it be their duty to anticipate his decisions, by the
premature interposition of their opinions and advice in any
quarter where such interference may counteract the succe&s
of his general plans, and may introduce all the misehiefe and
confusion of divided councils and of conflicting authoritv.
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The examination of the records of the late Government of
Fort St. George, will manifest to your Lordship a constant
tendency towards this fatal error; and even since my
arrival in Bengal, I have found it necessary to restrain the
symptoms of the same disposition in two instances: the one,
a letter written to Admiral Rainier, without any previous
concert with me, suggesting a plan of operation for his
Majesty"^ squadron, entirely incompatible with my views
for the general protection of our possessions; the other, a
letter to me in council, containing both direct and indirect
censures of the orders which I have lately issued for assem-
bling the army on the Coast, a measure indispensably
necessary, and founded on a variety of reasons, of which
the Government of Fort St. George could not at that time
comprehend either the nature or extent.

" Under your Lordship's administration, I am confident
that no such embarrassment can ever occur. With the
same freedom which I have used throughout this letter,
I will state to you distincly the mode in which I propose
to conduct the intercourse between the two Governments,
with a view to secure their cordial co-operation, and to
preclude the possibility of distraction. Every endeavour
shall be used on my part to communicate to your Lordship
the fullest and earliest intelligence of the nature and object
of any measure which I may have in contemplation, either